Tally Ho! Benefit Ride 2024
The Tally Ho! Benefit Ride is the brainchild of our very own Lucy Hirsch.  Lucy with her connections in the horse community collaborated with AERC and NATRC to bring both organizations together in one spot for a fun filled weekend 12-14 April 2024 in support of FLH/LFA. A brief overview of each organization is provided below. With links to more information
American Endurance Ride Conference (AERC) Ride Manager- Melissa Martinez
North American Trail Ride Conference (NATRC) Ride Manager-Mary Licate 
Fort Leavenworth Hunt (FLH) and Leavenworth Foxhunters Association (LFA) Event Chair/Coordinator- Lucy Hirsch

AERC was founded in 1972 as a national governing and record-keeping body for long distance horse riding. In endurance riding, the equine and rider are a team, and the challenge is to complete the course with a horse that is “fit to continue.” A panel of control judges supervises the equines, each of which must pass a pre-ride examination to start the event. Each ride has set hold times, which vary in duration from a simple gate-and-go to one-hour rest holds. During these holds, the equine’s physical and metabolic parameters are checked. The horse must pass the exam to continue on the course. Each horse must also pass a post-ride exam to receive credit for completing the course. https://aerc.org/
NATRC is the premier competitive trail riding organization serving the United States, Canada, and Mexico since 1961. Their mission is to promote horsemanship and horse care as they apply to the sport of distance riding by offering a variety of challenging and educational experiences designed to strengthen horse and rider partnerships. CTR (Competitive Trail Riding) is a sport that partners horse and rider as a team. Competitors find that the sport is not only fun for the rider, but for most horses as well. It is a paced distance event. Unique to NATRC is that competitors receive both horse and rider scorecards at the end of the ride rating their performance by the veterinary and horsemanship judges in most divisions. The new Leisure Division has only one judge scoring the horse and rider as a team but giving feedback on both. https://natrc.org/
The Fort Leavenworth Hunt is the only military-affiliated foxhunt remaining in the U.S. and enjoys the support of the Army’s Family and Morale, Welfare, and Recreation program. FLH membership is open to the public—our subscribers include military personnel and their families as well as civilians. FLH proudly follows the deeply rooted traditions of foxhunting. However, our quarry is typically coyote rather than fox, and the focus of the hunt is on camaraderie and the thrill of riding to hounds through beautiful countryside rather than on catching or dispatching the quarry. With four riding fields, FLH welcomes riders of all disciplines and varying skill levels. Whether you prefer to take it slow or to go at speed—jumping obstacles as they come—we invite you to come enjoy our wonderful sport! https://ftleavenworthhunt.org/
Leavenworth Foxhunters Association LFA is a 501 (c) (7) dedicated to promoting the sport of foxhunting, with a specific focus on the Fort Leavenworth Hunt. Particularly, the association works to gain and maintain suitable country to conduct foxhunts, purchase equipment or materials to build jumps and gates, maintain the hunt country, supplement costs related to hound development and care, purchase liability insurance for the landowners and the Association members, and sponsor social activities for the membership. LFA funds cover costs that FLH cannot pay for directly.  Membership is drawn from the Leavenworth regional area (NE Kansas/NW Missouri) and the public. https://ftleavenworthhunt.org/support-flh/


